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AN EXPLANATION 

 

 When our family lived in Paris and were active in the American 

Church (1974 - 1977), someone gave me a copy of this story.  I do not 

know who wrote down Kazar Nergararian's words, but my guess is that 

they were transcribed by Fernande Williams, the French-born wife of the 

senior pastor, Dr. Clayton E. Williams.   

 Fernande Williams was known as "a marvelous source of church 

history and memorabilia" * and her husband's tenure as pastor from 1933 

to 1962 overlapped the years of World War II described in this account.  It 

is also clear from his story that M. Nergararian, the church's dedicated 

custodian, greatly admired the Williams family.  

 The version that follows has been computerized from the faded, 

typed, single-spaced, Xeroxed copy I have had in my files for 45 years. I 

have edited it lightly for uniform spelling, clarity of grammar, etc., without 

losing the distinctive voice of the author and his amanuensis. The table of 

contents, index, and source notes add context and searchability. 

 

Susan Bivin Aller 
  Bloomfield, CT 

July 2020 
  

  

 

 

*Ruth Dixon, "Church on the Seine" p. 49  
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THE AMERICAN CHURCH IN PARIS 

1940 - 1945  

DURING GERMAN OCCUPATION  

AND  

AFTER LIBERATION TILL THE RETURN OF  

DR. CLAYTON E. WILLIAMS 

 

By Kazar Nergararian 

 

A terrible panic was created among the population of Paris beginning in 

June 1940 because of the quick advance of the German army. Hundreds of 

thousands of men, women, and children were leaving the capital for the 

south of France, most of them on foot, in order to be safe from the 

horrors of Nazi rule. No means of transportation existed; so those who 

possessed a car, a carriage or even a bicycle were lucky.  

 

In those days the pastor of the American Church in Paris, Rev. Clayton 

E. Williams, was extremely busy helping the church members and church 

friends, driving them far distances in his car, tirelessly day and night, to be 

out of danger. So that on June 11 when I came to my duty at the Church, I 

was told by the secretary, Miss Ph. Wedd, that  Rev. Williams was driving 

some people away and it was not certain whether he would be back before 

night. I was told also that Mr. Edmund Pendleton, organist and choir 

master of the Church, was replacing Rev. Williams during his temporary 

absence.  
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The population of the town where I lived with my family was to be 

evacuated very shortly by French military authorities. Having no means of 

transportation, we could not escape any further than Paris; and I felt sure 

that, due to my 11 years of continual services for the Church, I could count 

on the Church for shelter during that critical period. I could not wait for 

the return of Rev. Williams, so I applied to Mr. Pendleton for this shelter 

and he agreed, though with a little difficulty, that we could take refuge at 

the Church House when the evacuation of our town took place.  

 

The following afternoon, June 12, while I was on duty at the Church, 

our town population received orders to leave within two hours, and my 

family walked towards Paris. I met them on their way and brought them to 

the Church House. We were placed in the Students' Room, sleeping in 

chairs or on the floor, and were permitted to cook in the kitchen on the 

second floor.  

 

The guardian of the Church, Mr. Hayton, had been obliged to escape a 

few days before because of his British nationality. I began immediately to 

replace him and offered Mr. Pendleton all my family’s help.  

 

Mr. Pendleton occupied the pastor's apartment -- with Mrs. Lucas, who 

was British, and her two daughters -- having moved up there with food 

provisions left in the Church House by Rev. Williams. Miss Constance 

Lucas was a member of the church choir for several years and a close 

friend of Mr. Pendleton. Mr. Pendleton said that this family was a great 

help in taking care of the pastor’s apartment.  
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On Friday June 14, people of Paris watched in horror through their 

closed windows as German troops crossed the deserted streets of the 

capital. Some of these troops stationed quickly at Place des Invalides a few 

hundred yards from the Church, and some began to install themselves in 

government buildings.  

 

Mr. Pendleton, helped by the Lucas family, was at this time going over 

the papers in the pastor’s apartment and the building and destroying those 

he thought were anti-German.  
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WORSHIP SERVICES FROM 

 JUNE 16, 1940 – DECEMBER 14, 1941. 

 

On Sunday, June 16, the third day of occupation, nine women came to 

worship. Several members of the choir were also present. The Church was 

deprived, due to the awful events, of its pastor and of a great number of its 

members. Mr. Pendleton conducted the service in the Sanctuary, reading 

the scripture lesson and several prayers. Hymns were sung, and after a brief 

address  by Mr. Pendleton this small congregation went out with broken 

hearts but with full hope that the Church would be kept open for spiritual 

comfort.  

 

Happy news arrived soon that the following members of the Prudential 

Committee were still in town: Mr. Russell I. Hare, Mr. John R. Wood, Mr. 

Robert E. Pearce, Mr. Paul D. Steuber, and Mr. John S. Wright.  

 

These gentlemen, at a meeting held in the Church House, decided to 

keep the Church and the Church House open for divine services and for all 

activities connected with the Church. They appointed Mr. Pendleton as lay 

reader and director of the Church in addition to his duty as organist.  

 

From then until the last service on December 14, 1941, Mr. Pendleton 

did not miss a single worship service. He kept till the last service a choir of 

six to ten members and made all possible effort to make these services 
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attractive and interesting. Instead of sermons he pronounced brief religious 

discourses or read a sermon from a “Sermon Book."   The prayers he read 

from the “Book of Common Prayer." 

 

Mr. Pendleton also administered the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper on 

every first Sunday of each month, did funeral ceremonies, and baptized a 

child.  

 

Services were held in the Sanctuary during the warm season and in the 

Transept Chapel during the cold season, the average number in attendance 

being between fifteen and twenty.  

 

Mention should be made that on two occasions only Rev. David J. 

Townsend, an active member of the Church Committee, was invited to 

occupy the pulpit. Some members of the congregation complained that 

Rev. Townsend should have been given more opportunity to bring the 

message of God, as he was willing to do so.  
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MEMORIAL SERVICES 

 

The worship service on Sunday, November 10, 1940, was devoted to the 

memory of Dr. D. M. Balsam, one of the most active members of both the 

Prudential and Church Committees and a generous supporter of the 

Church, who died at his home in New York on September 20, 1940. The 

beautiful flowers in the chancel that morning were the gift of the 

Prudential Committee in memory of their beloved member.  

 

The memory of Mrs. Frank Armington, an active member of the Church 

and the Ladies Benevolent Association, was also remembered on Sunday, 

December 1, 1941, with lovely flowers given by Mr. John S. Wright.  
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CONCERTS BY MR. PENDLETON 

 

Mr. Pendleton gave several religious concerts during 1940 and 1941. The 

first concert was given in the Sanctuary on July 7, 1940 (the 24th day of the 

occupation), which was well attended. Another concert -- “Organ and 

Choral Concert of Christmas Music” -- was given on December  29, 1940, 

by the Paris Philharmonic Chorus under his direction. It drew an 

attendance of 120 people.  

 

But the most important concert was given in the Sanctuary on 

November 20, 1941. For this concert Mr. Pendleton engaged a good 

number of extra singers and musicians in addition to the Paris 

Philharmonic Chorus and members of the church choir, thus increasing the 

total number to sixty-five. They had many night rehearsals in the Assembly 

Hall and in the Sanctuary. Tickets were sold, extra chairs were added to the 

pews, and a great deal of work was done in the building. (Chairs, tables, 

platforms moved, cleaning done, etc.) The first four pews were taken off in 

order to make enough room for platforms; and electrical and other 

arrangements were made.  

 

The Sanctuary was filled to its utmost capacity for this concert, which 

was organized and directed very successfully, and it produced a profound 

impression. Mr. Pendleton said that this was the largest attendance ever 

seen at the Church since the Dedication Day.   
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CHURCH STAFF 

 

 Two weeks after the occupation began, Miss Ph. Wedd returned to 

her employment as church secretary. Almost at the same time my family 

returned home, but I stayed on until Mr. Hayton, the guardian, returned to 

his job. After that I resumed my regular work, coming in the morning and 

going back home in the evening.  

 

 The cook, Mr. Nicolas Peretrootoff, stayed in and continued his 

work. Mr. Pendleton also engaged some extra help for a period of two to 

three months for cleaning and for rearranging the Church House.  

 

 The Lucas family also returned home; but one of the daughters, Miss 

Constance Lucas, continued to come to the apartment during the day for 

certain hours.  
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TEMPORARY INHABITANTS 

 

 Almost immediately after the occupation began, Mr. Pendleton gave 

a room on the fourth floor to Miss Thyrn Lund, a member of the Sunday 

School and of the Church for many years. At the same time Miss Esther 

Anderson and Miss Priscilla Thierry also were given rooms on the same 

floor. A few months later Miss Jean McGinnis also came to join them. All 

three were American citizens, and became volunteer members of the 

church choir.  

 

 The congregation particularly enjoyed the excellent voice of Miss 

Anderson, soprano soloist. She sang also for the “Religious Concert” given 

on July 7, 1940. Unfortunately she did not stay very long, as she had to 

leave for Switzerland in September 1940.  

 

 Miss McGinnis also was a soprano soloist and a good singer. She 

stayed longer and sang often for Students’ Atelier gatherings. Her “Recital 

of Ancient and Modern Songs” given in the Church House on October 13, 

1940, was interesting and well attended. Miss Lund helped in Students’ 

Atelier gatherings and kept the loge whenever necessary. These two good 

ladies also had to leave for America in the spring of 1941 due to war 

conditions.  
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 Miss Thierry, a violinist, stayed on and continued her membership in 

the choir and played often for Students’ Atelier.  

 

 During the same summer (1940) Mr. Pendleton brought to the 

Church House from the Salvation Army an American citizen of about 60 

years old named Mr. Guy Fangel. Mr. Hayton, the guardian, being interned, 

Mr. Fangel was supposed to keep the loge for certain hours. Not only was 

his work very unsatisfactory but also after a year Mr. Pendleton became 

unable to have him do any work for the commodities he enjoyed at the 

Church House. Later on he became so disagreeable that upon repeated 

requests from the Ladies Benevolent Association he was discharged from 

the Church House in March 1942, with great difficulty.  
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THE ACTIVITIES OF  

THE LADIES BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION 

 

 The meetings of this organization were resumed on July 28, 1940, 

almost six weeks after the occupation and were carried on regularly every 

Monday and Thursday afternoon to prepare hospital garments and clothes 

for refugees. Over thirty ladies attended to this work.  

 

 The fifty-first anniversary of the founding of the Association was 

celebrated on November 7, 1940, at a luncheon given by Mrs. A.E. 

Labouchere in the name of her mother Mrs. Grace Whitnet and in memory 

of Mrs. Edward Thurber. All members of the Association in Paris were 

present. Reports were read and newly elected officers were congratulated. 

President: Mrs. Charles Fisher Taylor; President Emeritus: Mrs. W.T.P. 

Hollingsworth; Hon. President: Mrs. A. Clifford Tower; Honorary 

members: Mrs. A.E. Labouchere and Madame Julien Le Cesne.  

 

 The Association celebrated, also in large numbers, Thanksgiving Day 

on Thursday, November 21, 1940, at a luncheon in the Church House.  

 

 A Christmas holiday luncheon, was organized on Thursday, 

December 19, 1940, attended by forty-four members. 
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 The annual meeting of the Association was held early in May 1941, at 

which twenty-seven members were present. At this meeting Mrs. Charles 

Taylor retired from the presidency and Mrs. Frank Ross was elected 

president. Mrs. Taylor stayed on as an honorary member.  

 

 Mention should be made that Mrs. Taylor was deeply interested in 

worship services and never missed them except for illness. She furnished 

the chancel for more than twenty Sundays with beautiful flowers given in 

memory of many pastors of the Church, including its founder Rev. Edward 

Kirk, and in memory of several members of the Ladies Benevolent 

Association. The flowers given in the name of Mrs. Frank M. Armington 

on October 27, 1940, were especially beautiful.  

 

 The spring of the year 1941 started a hard period for the Association. 

Living was becoming more and more difficult. Political relations between 

America and Germany were growing serious, so that American citizens 

were, on repeated invitations by the American Embassy, going home or 

leaving for the south of France, which was not yet occupied by Germans. 

As a result of this situation, the Association was deprived (like the Church) 

of more members and their number went down to ten or fifteen. Soon they 

faced a shortage of sewing material, but this small group of devoted ladies 

continued to gather to do mending for refugees and hospitals.  

 

 It was a happy day for them when I brought to their working tables a 

good quantity of sewing material sent that spring by Rev. Williams from 

Vichy, where he had come from America for a special mission. This gift 
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was a great help for their philanthropical work and was greatly appreciated 

by every member of the Association.  

 It must be mentioned also that Rev. Williams was kind to send, at the 

same time, some precious food supplies and clothes to some suffering 

Church members and Church friends.  

 

 The autumn and winter of 1941 brought more difficulty to the work 

of the Association. Their working room at the Church House was freezing. 

Bombardments became more frequent. The transportation was 

disorganized. (No buses and very often no subways were running any 

more). The Church basement was occupied by Germans who were very 

severe for gatherings. But these courageous ladies arrived at the Church 

House on foot from long distances, often taking the risk of walking under 

fragments of shells, and went upstairs to their working room under 

frowning looks by the Germans.  

 

 Soon Germans began to intern American women, among them a 

good number of Association members. Thus their number went down to 

eight or ten, old ladies all of them. But their morale always remained high 

and the work continued without interruption.  

 

 Finally thinking that these regular gatherings might draw suspicion 

and consequently bring some harm, they decided to stop their excellent 

work in November 1942.  

 

 Three members, Miss Blaisdell, Miss Schwendemman and Mrs. 

Southworth were permitted by the Association, on their own request, to 
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work in a small room, provided that their gatherings should not have the 

appearance of Ladies Benevolent Association official meetings. These three 

good ladies also stopped their work after a few meetings. Miss Blaisdell 

only continued to come and sew once or twice a week on her own till 

liberation.  

 

 I want to mention that Rev. Williams said that on his visit to the 

front in the spring of 1940, he recognized the garments used in French 

hospitals made at the Church House by the Ladies Benevolent Association.  

 

 It is earnestly hoped that a member of the Association will, some day, 

give the complete picture of the valuable services rendered by this 

organization during the war and during the hard period of the German 

occupation.   
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STUDENTS’ ATELIER REUNIONS 

 

 Students’ Atelier Sunday and Wednesday evening concerts, gatherings 

and suppers resumed under Mr. Pendleton’s direction on July 7, 1940, the 

third week of occupation, first with small but with gradually increasing 

attendance.  

 

 The suppers were discontinued early in spring of 1941 due to strict 

food restrictions, but the young people continued to enjoy many interesting 

musical programs in the Church House throughout the summer, thanks to 

the continual efforts of Mr. Pendleton.  

 

 The attendance at this activity decreased, especially in the fall of 1941, 

when most of the American citizens returned home. However, there still 

remained a few who were gathering in the Students’ Room on Sunday 

evenings for a friendly talk, but as a matter of fact at the end of October 

1941 the Students’ Atelier ceased to exist.  

 

  



 16 

 

 

 

 

TEA RECEPTIONS 

 

 Mrs. Richard Brooks, the valued hostess of the Students’ Atelier for 

many years, resumed her regular tea receptions for American and English-

speaking people and their friends a month after occupation began. Thirty 

or forty attended these receptions, given every Monday and Saturday 

afternoon in the Students’ Room. This number went down to twenty or 

twenty-five as soon as war was declared between America and Germany in 

December 1941.  

 

 Difficulties multiplied for Mrs. Brooks beginning with this date, but 

through strenuous efforts, courage, and energy she succeeded in keeping 

on with this useful work.  

 

In order to buy a few cakes, even worst quality, or some sugar, or 

something replacing tea, she had to walk hours from one store to another 

or wait in long lines, suffering the hardship of cold and hot weather, 

despite her advanced age. When she arrived at the Church House, she had 

to work or sit down in the freezing Students’ Room and in the kitchen 

trying to warn her frozen hands and feet on a boiling samovar or on a 

small electric heater. These were the only means of heating, as the building 

was deprived of heat and of fire places.  
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 Meanwhile, the Germans, who had occupied the Church basement 

beginning January 15, 1942, were getting more severe for public gatherings. 

In order to avoid suspicion, signs in big characters telling “Let us not talk 

politics” were placed on the walls and tables and precautions were taken on 

the main floor by the undersigned to direct Germans down to the 

basement and not give them any chance to go upstairs.  

 

 Thus the Students’ Room continued to be a place where people of 

different nationalities connected with the Church and the Students’ Atelier 

came to meet each other, got news about their absent friends and received 

advice that was very helpful in those days.  

 

 Mrs. Brooks was surprisingly aware of the real situation of the war 

and was an interminable source of courage who succeeded in keeping the 

morale high in her people during that grim period. She was, naturally, 

deeply respected and admired by everybody.  

 

 This good work was unfortunately discontinued in April 1943, when 

Germans, for the security of their lives, did not permit any activity in the 

Church House any longer. After leaving the Church House Mrs. Brooks 

still stayed in close connection with her people, receiving them in her 

apartment or elsewhere and giving them all possible moral and financial 

assistance till the last minute.   
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GYMNASIUM AND OTHER HALLS 

 

 A few months after their arrival, Germans requisitioned almost all 

gymnasiums and many halls in the town for athletic purposes, but did not 

come near the Church House. The result was that the French sportive 

organizations were in great need of such halls and the Church gymnasium 

was, from the beginning of the season 1940, crowded by these 

organizations every evening till 10:30  except Sundays. The Assembly Hall, 

the Thurber Memorial Room and the Library on the first floor were also 

used twice a week. This was indeed a good income for the Church. The 

Paris Philharmonic Chorus under Mr. Pendleton’s direction was permitted 

by the Prudential Committee to freely use the Assembly Hall every 

Tuesday night.  

 

 It must be remembered that Germans were not unaware that the 

American Church in Paris also owned a good gymnasium, owing to the fact 

that before the war the boys and girls of the German colony used it for 

several seasons. But they did not attempt to requisition it, America being 

not as yet in the war. However, after a visit to the gymnasium and to the 

showers in the fall of 1941, the Chief of German Army Athletic Section 

requested that German Red Cross women be permitted to use them once a 

week, with the promise of payment. Mr. Pendleton could not refuse, of 

course, and they used the place; but the promise for payment was not kept.  
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“THE PENDLETON CHAPEL” 

 

The Christmas Day service of the year 1940 was held in the Transept 

Chapel. The chancel was beautifully decorated on this occasion by a gift 

from Mr. John S. Wright. More than 25 worshippers attended the service 

of this great holiday, which was impressive though simple.  

 

 After the service, thanks were addressed by the Prudential 

Committee and the Ladies Benevolent Association to Mr. Pendleton and it 

was announced that “in recognition of the services of Mr. Edmund 

Pendleton as organist of this Church for seven years, and of his services 

since June 16, 1940, as Director and Lay-reader, the Prudential Committee 

and the Ladies Benevolent Association were naming the Transept Chapel 

in his honor “The Pendleton Chapel”.  

 

 A few months later a bronze tablet with an appropriate inscription 

was placed in the Chapel.  

 

 Some people thought that Mr. Pendleton ought to have been enough 

humble not to accept this honor.  

 

 This tablet was taken down by Mr. Pendleton’s own hands in the fall 

of 1944.  
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ACCIDENTS 

 

 The first winter after the occupation (1940-1941) was marked with 

several accidents.  

 

 During one cold night in February 1941, the water meter located 

underneath the Sanctuary burst. The Mortuary Chapel was filled with water 

about one and a half meters high, and the balcony and the floor of the 

gymnasium were flooded. Mr. Pendleton had discovered the accident in the 

morning, a little before my arrival, and closed the valve and thus stopped 

the running water. We immediately called the firemen, who pumped out 

the water from the Mortuary Chapel that whole morning.  

 

 It was necessary to tear up the floor all around the edges and make 

several wide openings in the middle of the floor in order to draw out the 

water in pails.  This took every day for more than three weeks. Six weeks 

were needed to put the gymnasium in working condition again.  

 

 The lower part of the Mortuary Chapel was being filled by water 

several inches high for two months, and fifty pails of water were drawn out 

each week.  

 

 Because of the dampness produced by this accident, water was 

running from the walls of the basement and the main floor for more than a 
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month, and not a single door could be closed or locked on this part of the 

building and on some other floors.  

 

 The walls of the gymnasium and especially of the Mortuary Chapel 

still bear the very ugly marks of this accident.  

 

 A few weeks after this accident the tower was flooded by rain and by 

melting snow because the water drains and terrace grates were stopped up 

by dirt. Only after four days of hard searching were the plumbers able to 

discover the exact spots and to drain the water off. In fact the tower needs 

special attention, and a visit after each storm or hard rain is necessary.  In 

the same winter ten radiators broke.  

 

 I am sorry to be disagreeable here by saying that, although highly 

qualified in music and in organizing concerts and as a good lay reader, Mr. 

Pendleton did not have enough experience to supervise a building and to 

arrange things properly for its upkeep. I am sorry to also add the fact that 

he often was not willing to accept advice. He was slow to act, and his 

efforts were not enough repeated on this line. The result was that he was 

not able to have coal delivered, repairs done in time, etc.  

 

I would like to relate the following as an example: I have made mention 

in one of the previous pages that he gave a concert in the Sanctuary on 

December 29, 1940, for an attendance of one hundred twenty people. In 

organizing this concert he did not make the necessary arrangement for coal 

in time -- which would have been quite possible with a little more effort -- 

and ordered us to burn in the furnace almost the whole stock of wood 
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(more than one and a half tons) that remained in the house from 1939. As 

a result of this, the fireplace in the Students’ Room, which was the only 

means of heating for the Ladies Benevolent Association, for Students’ 

Atelier, for Mrs. Brooks’ tea receptions and for the people living in the 

house, was blocked, because it was impossible to buy any more wood. The 

people suffered much  That quantity of wood would have been a blessing 

in the succeeding two or three winters.  

 

 Without going into further details, I'd like to say only that through a 

little more supervision, effort, and care it might have been possible to avoid 

most of the damage and expenses caused by these accidents.  

 

 It should be added also that in general there was not enough control 

on the building, despite the fact that Mr. Pendleton had enough men living 

in the house. When I arrived in the mornings I often found water faucets 

running, lights burning, and windows and doors (sometimes outside doors) 

open.  
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THE CHURCH TURNED OVER TO  

THE COUNCIL OF FRENCH PROTESTANT CHURCHES. 

 

 In June 1941, Mr. John R. Wood, representative of the Prudential 

Committee and in charge of the Church then, informed me in the presence 

of Mr. Pendleton that the chairman of the Prudential Committee of the 

Church, Mr. Robert Lee Humber, by a cable from New-York, wanted me 

to move with my family into the Church. Mr. Wood said also that he was 

instructed to turn the Church over to the Council of French Protestant 

Churches and that Mr. Pendleton was going to leave the Church. “The 

Committee counts much on you,” said Mr. Wood. I thanked him for the 

confidence of the Committee in me and promised to move in whenever 

asked and try to do my best.  

 

 Soon after, the American Embassy in Paris was closed; and Mr. 

Wood, who was the only member of the Prudential Committee still in 

Paris, had to leave. Mr. Pendleton announced at the next Sunday morning 

service that the Council of French Protestant Churches had graciously 

accepted administration of the Church, and Pastor Maurice Rohr, vice-

president and representative of this Council, who was present, promised by 

a few encouraging words, to make all possible effort to keep the Church 

open for worship services as long as the situation would admit.  
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 The Congregation was, of course, very happy and grateful for this 

promise.  

 

 The Council did not make any immediate change but asked Mr. 

Pendleton to continue his position as lay reader and director till September 

when the situation of the American Church would be discussed in their 

annual meeting. I am not aware of what happened, but the fact is that Mr. 

Pendleton still continued this position long after the Council’s annual 

meeting.  

 

 At the end of September 1941, Mr. Pendleton asked me to move in, 

which I did immediately, and beginning then the Church House was open 

all day. Since the secretary, Miss Wedd, was interned on December 12, 

1940, the Church House had been kept closed till 1:30 P.M.  
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MR. PENDLETON ESCAPES  

 

 On December 12, 1941, many American citizens were taken into 

concentration camps due to America’s going into the war. Two German 

gendarmes entered the Church House on that morning and asked for Rev. 

Clayton Williams and Mr. Edmund Pendleton, threatening me to tell the 

truth. I answered that Mr. Pendleton was absent from the building at that 

moment. As to Rev. Williams, he had left for America before the 

occupation. 

  

They took my signature for the information and after waiting for Mr. 

Pendleton for about half an hour, told me that Mr. Pendleton was not to 

leave the building when he came in and that they would come back for him 

in the evening. Mr. Pendleton was informed and kept away during the 

probable time at which they were coming back. (Each time they told me 

the hour of their next visit).  

 

On four visits of the gendarmes in two days, I told them Mr. Pendleton 

was out, despite the fact that he was spending most of his time in the 

Church House. On their fourth visit the gendarmes looked for Mr. 

Pendleton in his room in vain.  

  

Mr. Pendleton succeeded in escaping from the Church on Sunday, 

December 14, just before the morning service. Mr. Rosiere, a French 
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attendant at that service, read several chapters in French from the Bible, 

made a brief religious speech and after a prayer the congregation, 

consisting of eight worshipers, left the Chapel. That first Sunday after 

America entered the war there was deep meditation about what was going 

to happen now to the American Church.  

 

 Shortly after his escape Mr. Pendleton received his valises, bicycle, 

etc. at a distance from Paris and was helped to get away. Later he reached 

the south of France, which was not yet occupied. 
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AFTER MR. PENDLETON’S ESCAPE 

 

 I called up Pastor Rohr and telling him that Mr. Pendleton went off, I 

asked for instructions. He said that he had to be absent for the next four 

days and asked me to take care of the Church till his return.  

 

 Meanwhile, it was discovered that Mr. Pendleton had turned the keys 

for the Church safe, for the pastor’s apartment, the attic and the outside 

doors to Miss Thierry, despite the fact that he was very well aware of the 

arrangement made by the Prudential Committee regarding my duty at the 

Church and despite Miss Thierry's having no official relationship 

whatsoever with the Church. Mr. Pendleton came to see me at the moment 

of his escape from the Church just to tell me that he was going off, so he 

could very well have turned the keys over to me if he wanted to. ( I am 

sorry to say, without going into details, that I did not receive fair treatment 

from Mr. Pendleton on many occasions, beginning from the occupation 

day till his departure. However, I am glad that I got along all right with 

him).  

 

 Miss Thierry tried immediately to give orders and to make 

arrangements and I had a very hard time keeping her away from things not 

her business. I don’t know what instructions she had from Mr. Pendleton, 

but I know that she was instructed to place Mrs. Dean and the daughter in 

the pastor’s apartment.  
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 On his return, Pastor Rohr discussed with me the situation of the 

Church. He asked me, according to the instructions received from Mr. 

Wood in June 1941, to take responsibility for the building and the property, 

which I accepted, provided that a complete inventory of the Church 

House, the Church and the pastor’s apartment be taken, to which Pastor 

Rohr consented. In the following weeks, an inventory of the pastor’s 

apartment and the Church House was taken with Miss Thierry and of the 

Church with Mr. Ed. Jeanmonod, and the three of us listed the things 

found in the safe.  

 

 A copy of the inventory was given to Pastor Rohr. 

 

 After the inventories were taken, Miss Thierry turned the key for the 

safe to me, but kept the keys for the apartment and the attic, as she had 

already made the apartment her own home, cooking, sleeping and receiving 

her friends up there.  

 

 None of the activities were discontinued after the departure of Mr. 

Pendleton. It may be remembered that the tea receptions of Mrs. Brooks 

were continued till April 1943, Ladies Benevolent Association’s meetings 

till November 1942, and activities in the gymnasium and in some other 

halls till January 15, 1942. As to the Students' Atelier, it had already ceased 

to exist since October 1941, which was two and a half months before Mr. 

Pendleton’s departure.  
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FRENCH PASTORS CONDUCT WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

 Pastor Rohr made immediate arrangements for worship services, 

sending French pastors to preach. Among them were Pastor Andre 

Monod, well known to the American Church, Pastor Daniel Couve, 

Director of “Mission Evangelique de France” and Pastor Rohr himself. 

Professor Lecerf, a former pastor in Scotland, and the retired Pastor 

Bastide were shortly after appointed as regular preachers. Miss Thierry was 

asked to take care of the musical part of services.  

 

 Pastor Bastide preached regularly on every first, second, and fourth 

Sundays and Professor Lecerf on the third. The Holy Communion was 

celebrated as usual on every first Sunday of the month. The services were 

conducted in English with the exception that Pastor Bastide preferred to 

preach in French. (The attendants understood French quite well.)  

 

 There was no more choir. Miss Thierry played the violin once in 

awhile and Mademoiselle Jeanine Adam, a member of choir, to whom the 

Church is indebted, volunteered to play the harmonium whenever she 

could come. (She came twice a month at least till liberation.) On her 

absence Miss Thierry replaced her whenever possible. It happened 

sometimes that the services were deprived of music.  
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 Services were held always in the Transept Chapel which was made 

comfortable each Sunday by central heating despite the lack of coal. The 

number of worshipers did not exceed eight or ten during the first part of 

1942, yet it was decreased gradually to five or six, often to three or four. 

But the services continued without interruption and regardless of number 

were a real blessing and comfort.  

 

 Pastor Andre Monod was delayed one Sunday due to an air raid. The 

few worshipers left the chapel after waiting about half an hour. On his 

arrival a few minutes later, Pastor Monod found no one but Mademoiselle 

Adam, who was ready to leave, and me in the Chapel. He asked us to sit 

down. Mademoiselle Adam played the harmonium as usual and he carried 

on fully the order of service for the two of us.  

 

  

 I must say that these simple and intimate services, in which “two or 

three” came together to pray in Jesus' name in those grim days, made a 

more profound and abiding impression on my soul than any other great 

service.  

 

 It is my duty to mention the names of the following four devout old 

ladies who were the only regular worshipers till liberation:  

 

 Marquise de Geouchy- 27 Avenue Pierre ler de Serbie 

 Miss Heldon Turner    - 3 rue Yvon Villarceau 

 Miss Katharine King    - 28 rue Murille 

 Miss A. F. Herrick        - 11 rue de Lisbonne. 



 31 

 

 

Very often there were no others at the worship services but these four 

good ladies. Though there was an attempt to arouse interest among the 

young people coming to Mrs. Brooks’ tea receptions at the Church House, 

there was not much success. One or two were seen rarely at the services. 

German soldiers and officers were entering the Chapel during the services, 

thus arousing in us the suspicion that we were being controlled. One 

German civilian attended three services and an officer two. Some of these 

people came in for curiosity of course, but some others probably had other 

purposes than to worship.  

 

 In connection to this it is worthwhile to mention the following 

conversation that took place on the phone between the German Embassy 

and the undersigned:  

 

 -Your church is closed, isn’t it?  

 - No Sir, our church is open and our worship services continue.  

 - How? You still have Americans in Paris?  

 - Yes, we still have a number of American old men and women, and 

we always have had members from other nationalities who also come to 

worship.  

 -Is your pastor still an American?  

 - No Sir, the council of the French Protestant Churches is using the 

Church and the preachers are French.  

 -Your congregation is so small that you do not need a large Church.  

 -The Church is necessary for our great services, funerals and 

weddings.  
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  Then they asked for the address of the Council of Protestant 

Churches and I gave them the address.  

 

  A few weeks after this conversation Pastor Rohr received the 

visit of a German pastor who, thinking that the American Episcopal Holy 

Trinity Church also was under him, asked to put this closed church at his 

disposal. Pastor Rohr told him, naturally, that he was not in charge of the 

Holy Trinity Church.  

 

  After awhile, Germans requisitioned the Holy Trinity Church 

and used it for their services till liberation. If they had found the American 

Church in Paris closed, it would have been, most probably, requisitioned 

instead of the Holy Trinity Church. The attention of the embassy was first 

upon the American Church in Paris, and that spared it.  

 

  This proves that the faithfulness of the above-mentioned four 

regular attendants helped us greatly in being able to tell and to prove to the 

German Embassy that “Our church is open and our worship services 

continue." It also proved particularly wise the policy of having turned the 

Church over to the Council of French Protestant Churches.  

 

  It is to be noted that Mr. Whip, the interned organist of the 

American Holy Trinity Church, finding his church requisitioned on his 

release, requested to use our Transept Chapel for his Christmas Eve 

services in 1942 and 1943. He had for both services a good choir and an 
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attendance of about fifty and expressed his gratefulness for this co-

operation.  
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THE DEVOTION OF FRENCH PASTORS  

 

 The highest tribute must be paid here to the pastors of the Council of 

French Protestant Churches for their deep devotion to the services they 

conducted at the American Church in Paris and for the hardship which 

they undertook so graciously for a period of more than two and a half years 

in order to bring spiritual comfort to a small group of worshipers, 

rendering at the same time a great service to the Church.  

 

 In order to be able to realize the hardship that they suffered, one 

must have lived in Paris during the dreadful period of occupation when 

lack of transportation, frequent air raids and many other inconveniences of 

war, combined with hot and freezing weather, made it intolerable to go 

from one place to another even within Paris.  

 

 Pastor Bastide and Professor Lecerf were both sixty-five or seventy 

years of age and very weak, and even though they lived in Paris had to walk 

two to three hours before and after the service every Sunday, often under 

the fragments of shells. On their arrival at the Church they were sometimes 

swamped or almost frozen. Add to this that, like most of the people, they 

did not have enough to eat. Prof. Lecerf could hardly speak sometimes. 

Pastor Bastide was so tired that once he fainted while preaching, and when 

after a little care he came to himself, he very reluctantly agreed to 

discontinue that morning’s service.  
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 Pastor Andre Monod, who was sixty-five years of age, walked once 

from Saint-Germain-en-Laye (thirteen miles from Paris) to the church and 

back in an exhausted condition. He also came several times from this 

distance on a bicycle, which was a very difficult sport for him.  

 

 Pastor Rohr, almost the same age, walked many times from Isay-Les-

Moulineaux (four miles from Paris) and back. And so did Pastor Couve 

and all other pastors and never missed services.  

 

 Prof. Lecerf passed away in September 1943 and Pastor Bastide in 

February 1944. After their death, pastors Maurice Rohr, Daniel Couve, 

Andre Monod, Schloesing Schalamet and a student in theology, Mr. Yan 

Muir conducted the services without interruption till liberation.  

 

 It would have been interesting to have registered the services in the 

Church’s “Worship Service Book," but it was impossible to find the book 

despite all searches.  
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THE ORGAN  

 

 The good care of this delicate instrument was one of the most 

important matters. So immediately after Mr. Pendleton’s departure an 

arrangement was made with Mr. Pierrout for its upkeep by regular visits 

every five months. The expense for this upkeep did not exceed fifteen to 

seventeen hundred francs yearly.  

 

 Several German organists asked to rehearse and we could not refuse 

them. One of them rehearsed almost regularly twice a week during a period 

of seven months. Another organist gave an organ recital of Christmas 

carols for a group of forty military high officers in 1943. In order to 

preserve the organ from accidents or damages strict supervision was 

necessary when they came to rehearse. One of the precautions was to not 

let them start or stop the organ themselves.  I did this operation each time 

and made sure it was well done.  

 

 The chaplains of the American Army were happy for having found a 

church with a perfect organ at their disposal immediately after the 

liberation.  
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FURNITURE AND OTHER PROPERTIES 

 

 When war was declared between America and Germany in December 

1941 the general opinion was that the Church House would sooner or later 

be requisitioned by Germans and looting would become inevitable. Mrs. 

Ross, then President of Ladies Benevolent Association, and Miss Thierry 

hurried together to suggest to Pastor Rohr that we lend some of the 

furniture to French families as quickly as possible. I was not inclined to 

take such an initiative, because it was difficult to know whether this 

furniture would be safe elsewhere due to frequent bombardments, and yet 

no one could tell what the fate of Paris would be.   

 

 However, I prevented sending out some furniture from the pastor’s 

apartment and the Church House (a rug, chairs, radio, typewriters, sewing 

machines, etc.) moving them down into my rooms with the hope that 

Germans would not go in them. I also hid some of the things in my 

building.  

 

 Mrs. Ross lent the Ladies Benevolent Association’s rug to Mr. 

Lestringant, connected with the French Protestant Churches, and Miss 

Thierry gave me a list of a good quantity of furniture approved by Pastor 

Rohr to be lent to this same gentlemen from the pastor’s apartment and 

the Church House. Later on a smaller list followed. Both of these lists 

contained some of Rev. Williams' own property. The kindergarten piano 
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was at the same time lent with a few other articles to Mr. Loth, a friend of 

Miss Thierry. Mr. Loth returned the piano on November 5, 1944.  

 

 As to the things lent to Mr. Lestringant, Dr. Williams went with me 

to see them last July and we found them well kept. Dr. Williams took a few 

light articles in his car to the Church but he could not take the heavy 

furniture and rugs because of transportation difficulties and also for the 

reason that he did not want to deprive Mr. Lestringant, for a certain period, 

of furniture not needed at the Church immediately.  

 

 Upon orders from Pastor Rohr I took the communion silver, the 

silver collection plates, the silver cross, ninety-six solid silver teaspoons, the 

brass Bible stand, and the tapestry that once hung in the chancel (gift of 

Mrs. Curtiss James) to the Mission Evangelique de France at Boulevard 

Arago for safekeeping. I had placed them in locked boxes. Pastor Daniel 

Couve kindly placed them in a dry room on the main floor. I went several 

times to spray the tapestry. On my last visit in August 1943 I found 

everything moved down to a damp cellar and placed with the silver of the 

Mission and of Pastor Couve. The tapestry should not stay in that 

dampness. I requested to move it back to the main floor, which they kindly 

did. After a few days thieves got down into the cellar and took, with all the 

silver of Pastor Couve and the Mission, our ninety-six spoons, two 

collection plates and a communion cup. They also broke the beautiful cross 

in two parts, but it is fortunately reparable. They did not get to the main 

floor. So the tapestry was saved by chance.  
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 Everything saved at the Mission Evangelique de France was moved 

back to the Church after the return of Dr. Williams.  

 

 Through Mr. Washington Lopp ten bowling pins and four balls were 

sent to the American citizens interned in Compiegne and through the 

Y.M.C.A. twenty copies of the Students' Atelier Song books to the 

American ladies interned in Vittel. Thank God it became possible to save 

everything left in the building from looting and damage.  
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REQUISITION OF THE BASEMENT 

 

 Mention has been made that the Church could not refuse the request 

of the German army Sportive Section to have gymnasium once a week for 

Red Cross women beginning in November 1941. This was a good pretext 

for Lieutenant Muller, Chief of the Section, to get down to the gymnasium 

during the exercises of these women and to see the commodities of the 

basement for athletic purposes (gymnasium, bowling alleys, showers, locker 

room, dressing rooms etc.) 

 

 So that on January 12, 1942, a month after the declaration of war 

between America and Germany, Lt. Muller put in my hands an order 

announcing the requisition of the whole basement for the German army 

beginning the fifteenth of the same month.  

 

 I reported the situation immediately to Pastor Rohr, but it could not 

be helped.  

 

 The nine organizations who used the gymnasium then were also 

made immediately aware by telephone and pneumatics. Several of them 

applied to French authorities, and explaining that the gymnasium of the 

American Church was the only place where they could practice, requested 

them to interfere, but they were told that it would be useless. So the 
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organizations had to leave, and the Church was thus deprived of a good 

income.  

 

 And now the place had to be ready and put at the disposal of the 

German army in two days.  

 

 It was a difficult job to move from the bowling alley, in a such short 

time, piles of heavy soiries, boxes, furniture, etc. and to place them on 

different floors, to put away things so the Germans couldn’t get at them, to 

block communicating doors in the basement in order to keep Germans 

away from the other parts of the building, etc.  

 

On the fifteenth the soldiers brought in their instruments but not pins 

and balls. They requisitioned ours. They brought a collaborator Frenchman 

as cleaner and pin boy, who was at the same time the storekeeper, and they 

made the ping-pong room (former Girl Scouts room) their store room. 

Later on they had several pin boys.  

 

 Soon the basement was flooded by army members, especially in the 

evenings and nights. There was no schedule and the troops were told that 

the basement was at their disposal from morning till midnight, so I was not 

to be absent from the building.  

 

 Gradually more came in: German civilian employees, German boys 

and girls eight to fifteen years of age, groups of collaborators, white 

Russians, German Institute Students, and employees of Air Liquide 

(French). Thus the basement was receiving an average of three hundred to 
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three hundred-fifty people daily from 7 o’clock in the morning till midnight 

except Sundays. A group of officers even came at 6 o’clock in the morning 

three times a week.  

 

 Lt. Muller tried to send people Sundays also but he was told that it 

would disturb our worship services, so the basement was not used on 

Sundays with the exception of a few mornings before the service. He had 

been given the idea that we might have special services on Sunday 

afternoons also and had agreed that we could refuse those who would like 

to bowl or practice. Germans were very fond of exercise and bowling. 

Some group was bowling continually three to four hours. Among those 

who bowled there were generals and other high officers. They sang and 

cried loudly. They drank champagne, cognac, and quantities of beer, and 

filled the house with such unpleasant noises and the intolerable smell of 

liquor, cigarette smoke, and perspiration that no nerve could resist.    

 

 Meanwhile, attempts against the lives of Germans were getting 

frequent. They were attacked in the Metro, in cafes and restaurants, in 

streets, etc. At this period some of the Church House activities (tea 

receptions, dancing classes, and other occasional gatherings) were still 

going on while Germans were in the basement, so the gates were open for 

the people coming to these activities. Most of these people were young and 

naturally patriotic, but it was impossible to trust every one of them. There 

were also other people who had nothing to do with the activities but were 

feeling themselves free to go into church premises. There was much fear 

that one day bombs could burst in the Church House also.  
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 Those who know the Church House can very easily realize that it 

would be a matter of only one minute to throw a bomb or several bombs 

from the entrance down into the bowling alley where soldiers and officers 

were sitting or bowling, in which case the building could suffer damage, 

other innocent people could be killed or injured, and the church people put 

in serious trouble.  

 

 In order to avoid these events,  either I or a member of my family 

watched at the top of the stairway that leads from the entrance to the 

bowling alleys for over a year. The Church House not being heated, this 

job was especially unpleasant during the cold season.  

 

 Within a year attacks against Germans were multiplied and were so 

well organized and so bravely done that Germans were not safe in the 

buildings unless guarded strictly by themselves. So on March 29, 1943, Lt.  

Muller put a sentinel at the top of the stairway guarded by us till then,  and 

asked me to give him the duplicate keys for the Church House gates. “We 

want to be safe,” he said. “So we don’t want anybody in the building any 

longer except those who have my permission to exercise here.  You are 

asked to immediately stop all your activities except your Sunday services." 

  

 It was very sad to see Mrs. Brooks stop her good work. Arguments 

did not help and she had to obey.  

 

 As to the keys, serious complications would be produced if they had 

them, so I asked Lt. Muller why he wanted them. He answered that he 

could not be responsible for his people’s security unless he had the keys. 
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He added that they wanted to get into the building any time they wanted 

between 6 o’clock in the morning till midnight, and that he did not want to 

bother me each time they wished to get in. I explained to him that it was 

my duty to be on the job at all hours as I had been till then, and tried to 

inspire his confidence in me, but it seemed very difficult. Finally we worked 

out a system through which I could keep the keys with the promise that I 

would never unlock the doors unless in presence of the sentinel.  

 

 After five days he took away the sentinel and accepted my 

responsibility, but the groups were told to control the doors, which they 

did very often.  

 

 All members of groups did not come in or go out together. There  

was much coming in and going out and I had to be ready every minute to 

get them in or to let them go out immediately. In addition, there was much 

coming and going because of the equipment brought into their general 

warehouse down in the basement to be distributed to other sections in 

Paris area.  
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IN ORDER TO AVOID FURTHER REQUISITIONS 

 

 PASTOR’S APARTMENT      It was necessary to try to hide from 

Germans the existence of a large apartment in the Church House because 

they were looking for apartments all over the city.  

 

 In order to succeed in this, the following precautions were taken:  

 

1. Through constant supervision Germans were not given any chance to 

go up farther than the main floor. This precaution was necessary for all 

floors in general.  

 

2. They were taken into the building through the Quai d’Orsay door 

only, so that they could not see the stairway on the Rue Jean-Nicot side 

leading to the apartment, and when looking up from the entrance they 

could not see higher than the ceiling that covers the second floor. So they 

had the impression that the building, which has four floors, ends on the 

second floor.  

 

3. All doors facing the apartment stairway were always kept locked and 

the glass parts covered with heavy paper so they could not see these stairs. 

 

I feel that these precautions helped much, and I dare say the Germans 

never knew that the apartment existed. Once when their caretaker (a 
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collaborator) asked what were the rooms on the upper floors, I answered 

that they were rooms for Sunday School classes. Had he known about the 

apartment he would certainly have denounced it to obtain a good tip.   

 

ART LIBRARY       In May 1943 an officer and two ladies, who spoke 

English, were sent to the Church House by the educational department of 

the German army. I was absent at that moment and they told my daughter 

that they were in great need of English books for grown-up people and 

that they had been informed that the Church owned a good library which 

they wanted to see. On my daughter’s answer that I was absent and that 

she did not know about the books and about the keys, they made an 

appointment for the following morning.  

 

The Church really owned a library that contained about 3000 books, 

presented in 1930 by the American Art Association of 4 rue Joseph Bara, 

Paris. Among these books there were a good number of valuable 

collections.  

 

I knew that Germans had requisitioned the Armenian Library in Paris 

and after awhile had taken the books to Germany.  

 

That night after Germans had left the building we moved all these books 

and most of the important books from the Sunday School library to the 

Assembly Hall balcony and hid them underneath mattresses, tables, chairs 

and other heavy furniture.  

 



 47 

 

The following morning the officer and the two ladies found the art 

library empty, went over the books still left in the Sunday School library, 

found them not interesting for adults, asked some unpleasant questions, 

and went off disappointed.   

 

RECEPTION ROOM       In February 1943 Lt. Muller wanted to use 

this large beautiful room as a depot for the purpose of receiving and 

distributing athletic equipment, in which case the room would be seriously 

damaged. I was happy that some reasonable arguments helped to satisfy 

him with other arrangements made in basement rooms.  

 

THURBER MEMORIAL ROOM AND KITCHEN      In December 

1943 a general, who used to bowl, sent an officer and cooks to see if it was 

possible to have a Christmas party with supper for his soldiers in the 

Church House. Owing to the fact that Germans were aware of the tea 

receptions given on the second floor by Mrs. Brooks, it would be useless to 

try to hide from them that the Church House owned a kitchen and a large 

room. So I could not avoid showing them the Thurber Memorial Room 

and the kitchen. They admired the place but were surprised to find them 

empty, because all cooking utensils and table service (dishes, forks, knives, 

spoons, etc.), enough to serve 150 people, had disappeared like the books 

from the library. They were also asked to pay for the gas, electricity, and 

cleaning.  

 

The officer consulted the cooks. At last they found that it would be a 

difficult job to find and to bring enough utensils and table service from 

outside. So they gave up the idea of having the party in the Church House.  
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I am afraid that if the Church House facilities were available they would 

use the place not only for one Christmas party but for many other parties.  

 

ASSEMBLY HALL    Owing to severe restrictions on electricity in the 

spring of 1944 groups were not comfortable in the gymnasium.  

 

One day while passing by I saw a group of French girls from the 

German Institute talking to their German professor of dancing and caught 

the words of one of them telling him that before the war she used to be in 

the dancing class of Miss Pledge and they practiced in a large hall on the 

main floor which does not need electricity. The hall in question was the 

Assembly Hall.  

 

I came right back and rapidly gave this hall the appearance of a chapel, 

arranging pews with hymnals in them and some kind of pulpit, putting up a 

cross, hymn boards, candles, etc. When the professor came to see the hall 

after an hour and a half, he was convinced that it was now a chapel and did 

not make attempts to have the hall requisitioned.  
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INDEMNITY 

 

When the basement was requisitioned we were told by the Germans to 

apply to French authorities for the payment, which we did immediately.  

 

Plans of the requisitioned part were drawn and turned to the Prefecture 

de la Seine. Several visits by architects, inspectors and fire service 

controllers were received. Long correspondence was exchanged, and finally 

a yearly sum of 57,600 francs was promised. But it became interminable 

red-tape and all repeated applications and efforts to receive this sum were 

in vain.  

 

The matter was turned to Mr. John R Wood on his return to the 

American Embassy in September 1944.  

 

As to the lighting expenses, Pastor Rohr was, after long formalities, 

refunded first 50% and later 90% of the total cost of the light used in the 

whole building.  
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A VISIT FROM THE SWISS CONSULATE 

 

In August 1943 I received the visit of Mr. Emile Renaud, a member of 

the Swiss Consulate in Paris, whose mission was to visit all American and 

British churches in France and to make reports for the governments of the 

United States of America and Great Britain concerning the condition of 

these churches and their properties. Mr. Edward Jeanmonod accompanied 

him.  

 

After a visit to every single room in the building, Mr. Renaud said that 

the condition of the American Church in Paris and its property was much 

better than of any other church he had visited.  

 

Learning that an inventory was taken at the beginning of 1942, he took a 

copy to send to Washington.  

 

Mr. Renaud said that Germans had no right to requisition American 

establishments and that the Swiss Consulate would try to have them 

evacuate the premises of the Church.  

 

I asked him to also see Pastor Rohr in order to make his report 

complete, which he did.  
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We never heard any more from the Swiss Consulate, and Germans 

continued to enjoy the American Church building till liberation.  
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OCCUPANTS OF THE PASTOR’S APARTMENT 

 AND ITS UPKEEP 

 

I have said in a preceding page that Mr. Pendleton occupied this 

apartment beginning with the occupation of Paris till the day of his escape 

(December 12, 1941).  

 

Miss Constance Lucas helped him first with the upkeep. After she was 

interned (December 1940) Mr. Pendleton engaged an old man who cooked 

for him, giving him a room on the fourth floor, and Miss Thierry took care 

of the apartment also. Two months before the escape of Mr. Pendleton 

this man left, and after that the apartment was left to its fate.  

 

After the departure of Mr. Pendleton Miss Thierry made the apartment 

her own home. A little later on the inventory was taken and she continued 

to live in it,  being the only person who had the keys.  

 

Soon she offered the apartment to several families, but it did not work. 

My advice was never asked.  

 

Then I expected that she should leave the apartment to return to her 

room on the fourth floor, since she had all the rooms on the second floor 

and some other rooms at her disposal for her lessons, violin rehearsals, 

visitors, etc.  But she insisted on occupying that large pastor's apartment of 
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twenty rooms. I would not have had any objection if she made efforts to 

take care of it, but she did absolutely nothing.  

Months passed without any care for the apartment. Naturally, it became 

more filthy. Furniture covered with heavy dust, moths flying all over, floors 

and furniture often wet due to leaks and Miss Thierry unaware of or 

neglecting to tell me about these leaks. She would leave the apartment door 

open for hours on her absence while there were strangers in the house, etc. 

It was impossible to share the responsibility with such a careless and 

impractical lady, so I explained the situation to Pastor Rohr, asking him to 

make her take care of the apartment or to make her leave. But I did not get 

satisfaction. I was obliged, finally, to write Pastor Rohr a letter declining all 

responsibility regarding the apartment, and it was only on May 3, 1942, 

(four months after the departure of Mr. Pendleton) that she agreed to leave 

and to return to her room on the fourth floor.  

 

I had the hardest and most unpleasant time working with a hired man 

for more than ten days in order to put in good shape this large apartment 

which had not been touched in six months.  

 

As soon as the apartment was thus cleaned Miss Thierry succeeded, 

backed by Mrs. Ross, in obtaining Pastor Rohr’s permission to return to 

the apartment with Mrs. Mildred Meltcalf, a protégée of Mrs. Ross. It was 

understood that each one could have a room and a bathroom and that I 

could lock other rooms. They promised to take care of the hall and of the 

rooms they occupied but did nothing.  After four months (Sept 25, 1942) 

when they were taken to the concentration camp their rooms and the hall 

were again found filthy. The rooms of Miss Thierry, especially, were in 
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such a dirty condition and disorder that it cannot be described, and we 

were disgusted while cleaning it. After then I had the care of the whole 

apartment, and I hope that Dr. Williams found it in good condition.  

 

Though this is not the place to say more, I cannot help adding that an 

unreasonable amount of time was spent and much bother taken because of 

Miss Thierry’s visitors, pupils, telephone calls, and because of her 

carelessness.  
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HEATING 

 

Owing to severe restrictions on coal, the heating, so indispensable for 

worship services, for Church House activities, and for upkeep, had become 

a problem.  

 

In order to take the chill off every day at the Church House (not 

including the Sanctuary) fifty tons of coal were necessary for each winter.  

We had received permits to buy eighteen tons for the season 1941-1942 

and nineteen tons for 1943-1944. Yet to have a permit was not enough 

because it was difficult to purchase coal and to have it delivered. 

Sometimes there was coal but not transportation. Sometimes 

transportation but not coal. And sometimes lack of both.  

 

However, through repeated efforts this small ration of coal (not real coal 

but ordinary coke) was purchased and delivered in time.  

 

Germans were requested to sell us some coal but they refused, telling us 

that they were coming to bowl or to do exercise and did not need heat 

while bowling or doing exercise. However, they put a stove down in the 

bowling alley to light two evenings in each week when Paris 

Commandature officers came to bowl.  
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The small quantity of coke we purchased was hardly sufficient to make 

the Transept Chapel comfortable for worship services on Sundays, giving 

at the same time a little heat to the Church House. The rest of the time (six 

days a week during a period of three hard winters) the house was freezing 

during the cold season and so damp during the rainy seasons that water 

was dripping from ceilings and running down the walls. It was, 

consequently, very difficult to live in such a building and the suffering was 

great.  

 

As a result of this situation, and mostly as a consequence of the bad 

affect from the water meter accident mentioned earlier, a short circuit and a 

serious electrical leak was produced during the winter 1942, wasting daily 

over a thousand francs worth of electricity. Though not always available, 

electricians were found immediately, the leak was discovered and 

neutralized within a day. It came principally from the gymnasium 

switchboard and from the Mortuary Chapel and was extended to other 

parts of the building. The whole installation was inspected, several lines 

were cut off, and new installations made wherever indispensable.  

 

There is still more to do for the re-establishment of full lighting. A 

detailed list of lights out of order is given to Dr. Williams.  

 

The company experts said that we were very lucky for having avoided a 

serious fire.  
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FURNACE 

 

 Boilers, already weak before the war, got weaker because of not being 

used for several years and thus having suffered the bad effect of dampness.  

 

 So after liberation, when trying to use them, it was found that most 

of them were leaking. The hot water boiler was repaired and put in use but 

three boilers out of six are still out of order.  

 

 If repaired, these boilers will certainly not keep on very long. 

Therefore, a new installation seems to be necessary. This will be a problem 

due to lack of material, but it is hoped that Dr. Williams will get the 

necessary help from the American army that uses both the Sanctuary and 

the Church House.  
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UPKEEP OF BUILDINGS 

 

 The upkeeps of buildings had become difficult all over the city due to 

shortage of workmen who were either war prisoners or sent to work in 

Germany. Shortage of material was rendering this task more difficult. In 

order to get a plumber, an electrician, a locksmith or a mason it was 

necessary to wait a week or two. People were anxious to have repairs made 

immediately.  Their water pipes burst in freezing buildings, there were 

electrical accidents caused by dampness, there were holes in their roofs 

made by fragments of shells, etc.  

 

 These kinds of workmen were often needed for the Church 

buildings, not only for the reasons mentioned above, but also for the 

reason that there were brutals  among hundreds of persons using the 

basement every day who were putting the washrooms, toilets, lights, and 

doors out of order.  We were told to have them put in order immediately, 

and extra efforts were necessary to have these repairs done in time.  

 

 Roofs and gutters suffered much because of air raids, but fortunately 

it became possible to have them repaired in time and to avoid further 

damage. On several occasions more than three hundred fifty tiles were 

replaced and much plumbing done.  
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 Special attention was paid to terraces and drains found high up in the 

tower behind the Sanctuary windows and on other high parts of the 

buildings. Though it is a dangerous risk for an unqualified man to climb up 

to these places, they have been taken care of without outside help.  

 

 It is to be noted that war winters were unusually cold and snowy. In 

order to avoid leaks a certain quantity of snow was shoveled down from 

gutters to the yard or carried down in pails. It was also a difficult job to 

clear up the heavy snow from the long pavement and to break and to 

throw away the thick ice each time it snowed.  

 

 The buildings being deprived of heat, new accidents could have 

occurred if necessary precautions were not taken. Water meters and pipes 

were wrapped up, the water was cut off after Germans had left the building 

and pipes emptied. Boilers and radiators were also emptied every Monday 

after Sunday heating. Thus these three winters passed without any accident.  
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ANXIETY ON THE PRELUDE OF LIBERATION  

 

 The basement was in full use by Germans, under the conditions 

related, till Allied armies landed at Normandy in June 1944. Thereafter the 

German soldiers came in smaller groups and ceased coming on July 24. 

They had something else to do than bowl or do exercises.  

 

 German children and other civilians were rapidly sent home, but 

groups of collaborators, students of the German Institute, white Russians, 

and Air Liquide employees continued till August 14.  

 

 On the twentieth of August Lt. Muller moved out his equipment and 

thus the Church House was freed from two and a half years of requisition.  

 

 The situation was getting more critical for Germans after August 20 

due to the rapid advance of the Allied armies. The population of Paris was 

in full revolt, attacking Germans everywhere. Streets were quickly blocked 

and the fighting was getting harder and harder. Germans were disorganized 

and dispersed. Many of them could not get out of the city and were looking 

for shelters to hide in or to fight from. Some of them had even taken 

refuge on the roofs.  

 

 A group of such soldiers came to bang on the doors of the Church 

on the morning of August 25. They were probably those who used to bowl 
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or to exercise in the basement and hoped to get in. If I opened the door 

they would make the building either a fighting position or a hiding place, in 

which case it would be destroyed by cannons like many other buildings in 

which Germans were found. So I decided not to show myself. They 

continued banging for more than 10 minutes and then went away. The 

same group came back in the afternoon but again found the doors locked.  

 

 About 3 o’clock in the morning the next day, a hard banging was 

heard again. It was dark, so I could not tell whether it was the same group 

or another. Being night I was very much afraid that they would break a 

door or window. They continued banging harder and harder trying all 

doors and gates. I was alone in the building and a little frightened. I was 

grateful to God, finally seeing them go off again.  

 

 Later the same morning (August 26) streets behind the Church were 

cleared of Germans and decorated with Allied flags, but Germans were still 

holding the Quai d’Orsay where the Church is situated. A dozen soldiers 

were patrolling the distance between the bridges of Alma and Invalides and 

not permitting any circulation. Two other soldiers guarded the entrance of 

rue Jean-Nicot right in front of the Church House door. At 11.00 o’clock 

these two soldiers were suddenly attacked by a few young Frenchmen and 

made prisoners. Within a quarter of an hour all other patrols had the same 

fate.  

 

 There were no more Germans around the Church, and it was a happy 

moment when I unfolded a dozen American and French flags to float 

proudly on the tower and on the Church building.  
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 But there was still another anxiety. Several hundred Germans had 

taken positions in the building of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs not very 

far from the Church and there had been very heavy fighting since that 

morning. The building was partly on fire but Germans were not giving up. 

Help was necessary.  

 

 Soon a detachment of the French Liberation Army came to station 

right in front the Church and their tanks began to fire in the direction of 

the Foreign Affairs building. German tanks noticed it from the other side 

of the river and fired on them. Shells hit the building at No. 67 next to the 

Church House, causing much damage and injuring a woman.  

 

 The Church buildings also might have suffered damage if Germans 

continued to fire in the same direction. Thank God, after three shots the 

French tanks ceased firing and advanced toward the fighting place, so no 

more shells were sent in the direction of the Church.  
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FIRST AMERICAN VISITORS  

 

 On the evening of August 26 fighting in the city ended and on the 

morning of twenty-seventh military cars of the United States were crossing 

the streets.  

 

 I was anxiously waiting for American visitors but no one came that 

day. The following day (August 28) I had the joy of seeing a jeep stop in 

front of the Church and a gentleman stepped out. I hurried to greet him. 

This gentleman was Chaplain Bryant (Lt. Col). I showed him the Sanctuary 

and the Church House and he was glad to see that they had come out 

undamaged throughout the horrible events. He expected to have a worship 

service the following Sunday in the Sanctuary, but received orders to leave 

for the front.  

 

 Next day, August 29, I was happy to receive the visit of Chaplain 

Herbert A. Stevens. Chaplain Stevens had known about the American 

Church in Paris while in America, especially about its beautiful stained glass 

windows, having attended two lectures given by Mr. Charles Connick who 

made the designs for these windows. He knew also about Dr. Joseph 

Wilson Cochran and spoke with admiration of his marvelous work in 

erecting the new American Church in Paris.  
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WELCOME SERVICE FOR U.S. FIRST ARMY 

 

 I took Chaplain Stevens to Pastor Rohr’s office where they planned a 

special worship service, which was held on September 3. This service was 

called “American Service for Members of First U.S. Army,” but the 

Council of French Protestant Churches considered it as a “Welcome 

Service.”  

 

 Eight French Pastors (Dr. Marc Boegner, Maurice Rohr, Daniel 

Couve, Schloesing and others) officiated at this service with three 

American Army chaplains. General E.W. Timbeuhle, a good number of 

officers, more than 200 American First Army soldiers, and about fifty 

civilians came to worship.  

 

 The beautiful flowers on the altar were the gift of Madame N.A. 

Manoukian, a member of the Church and of the Ladies Benevolent 

Association.  

 

 It was a pity that the city had no electricity and thus the organ, 

though in perfect condition, could not be used for this great service held 

on the first Sunday after liberation. Though Army experts tried to give 

current to the organ and light to the Sanctuary by using a strong generator, 

there was no success. So the organist of Chaplain Stevens played the little 

harmonium and the service was carried on without electrical light.  
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 Chaplain (Colonel) P. Schreder delivered the sermon and Dr. 

Boegner, President of the Council of French Protestant Churches, 

welcomed the victorious American army with a brief and ardent discourse.  

A fervent prayer followed. Several army hymns were sung and the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered.  

 

 After the service people met each other in the Sanctuary and a warm 

atmosphere of happiness and friendship was immediately created. 

Chaplains and other Army members were invited by pastors and 

worshipers for luncheon, tea or supper. These invitations were repeated on 

several following Sundays. 
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U.S. ARMY WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

 Chaplains were informed that the Church was at their disposal for 

Army services to which the small congregation of the Church would 

happily join. But the chaplains were passing through with the Army 

members and regular Sunday services could not be conducted by them as 

yet. So Pastor Rohr continued to preach to an attendance (military and 

civilian) of fifteen to twenty. Pastor Rohr preached for the last time on 

Sunday, September 24. Thus the Council of French Protestant Churches 

successfully completed its sacred mission, undertaken so graciously for the 

hard and long period of the occupation.  

 

 Special mention should be made that in performing this mission, 

Pastor Maurice Rohr, as the valued representative of this Council, did his 

best and the American Church in Paris must be greatly indebted for his 

services. As a humble servant of God’s House, I had the privilege of 

cooperating with him, applying for his help and advice whenever necessary, 

and admired his devotion, his very fine spirit, and willingness.  

 

 And now it was a great pleasure to see Mr. John R. Wood in charge 

of the Church again.  

 

 Mr. Wood had returned to the American Embassy and I was happy 

to receive a telephone call to go and see him. He was delighted to learn  
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that the Church buildings and the property were safe and already at the 

disposal of the American army.  

 Although extremely busy with his duties at the embassy, Mr. Wood 

showed deep interest in the Church and in worship services. Chaplain 

Cornelius Van Schouwen was appointed as regular chaplain of the 

American Church but his worship services were simple and not well 

attended (forty-five to fifty army members and a few civilians), without 

special music and without choir. The chaplain himself played the little 

harmonium and the congregation sang several hymns.  

 

 Mr. Wood, who often attended the services, was anxious to make 

them interesting and attractive with a good choir and nice music and with 

beautiful flowers on the altar. Mr. and Mrs. Lowery, who attended the 

services on two occasions on their passage through Paris, expressed the 

same desire to Mr. Wood.  

 

 This plan was soon realized. Mr. Pendleton, who returned in 

October, was asked to take charge of the music. The choir was formed and 

the organ began to be used. The altar was supplied by flowers every Sunday 

and the attendance increased to eighty-five to ninety. Again, thanks to 

special efforts made by Mr. Wood, coal was secured from the army and the 

Sanctuary made comfortable.  

 

 Thanksgiving Day was celebrated in our Sanctuary with a specially 

good program and with an attendance of three hundred twenty, in which 

the Holy Trinity Church joined.  
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 After a few months Chaplain Van Schouwen was replaced by 

chaplains George L. Zorn and Ira Frazier. More efforts were made by Mr. 

Wood and the chaplains. Bulletins were printed and signs put in army 

stations announcing the services. The choir was also strengthened by good 

singers, thus increasing the number of choir members to fourteen to 

sixteen..  

 

 In February the congregation had the precious opportunity of 

hearing on two occasions the fervent messages of Dr. Daniel Poling. On 

these occasions the attendance was two times more than usual.  

 

 Beginning April 8, a vesper service with a fellowship hour was 

conducted by chaplains every Sunday afternoon at 7:30 in the Church 

House to which fifteen to twenty-five army members and civilians 

attended.  

 

 More than four hundred twenty worshipers filled the Sanctuary on 

Easter Day, and since then their number for Sunday services increased, 

reaching two hundred (of which fifteen to twenty were civilians) on the 

return of Dr. Williams in the month of June. 
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BASEMENT AT DISPOSAL OF U.S. ARMY  

 

 Two weeks after liberation the basement was put at the disposal of 

the U.S. Army on the request of Capt. Eisman from the Special Service 

with the understanding that the Church should get a certain sum as rental. 

The requisition order was made by the Special Service and sent to the 

French authorities for necessary action. Their inspectors paid several visits 

to the basement and the formalities were on, but no payment was as yet 

made by August 1945.  

 

 The basement, which was left in very dirty condition and in disorder 

by Germans, was rapidly cleaned and put in order by the Church and 

turned to the Special Service on October 1. Since then various groups of 

American soldier boys and ladies are enjoying the gymnasium and the 

bowling alley. A Russian civilian group, which is connected with the 

American army, was also authorized by the Special Service to use the 

gymnasium once a week for basketball.  

 

 During the months of October, November, and December more 

than two hundred fifty persons used the basement each week. U.S. WACs 

and 397 M.P. Bat. often had basketball matches in the months of January, 

February, March, and April. So the number of persons coming to the 

basement in these months was not fewer than six hundred fifty to seven 

hundred each week.  
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 Through instructions from Mr. Wood the hot water boiler and the 

showers were repaired, and beginning in February (1945) groups enjoyed 

the hot shower very necessary after their hard games. Thanks to Mr. Wood, 

coal was obtained from the army for the hot water and for the Church 

House also and everywhere made comfortable.  

 

 The Church House was kept open from 8:00 o’clock in the morning 

till 11:00 o’clock at night for these activities and for visitors.  

 

 Thus all facilities of the Church and the Church House were placed 

at the disposal of the American young people away of their homes and all 

possible efforts were made to meet their spiritual, moral, and physical 

needs.  

 

 Mr. Wood and the chaplains who devoted their time and energy 

have, indeed, the right to be pleased with the good results of this great 

work which continues to get greater by the presence of Dr. Clayton E. 

Williams.  

 

 We all have to be grateful to God for His Blessing upon His people 

and His House.  

 

 

 

13 October 1945    KAZAR NERGARARIAN 
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SOURCE NOTES 

 

Archives of the American & Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) are held 

at the Presbyterian Historical Society in Philadelphia.  Within these are 

papers from the American Church in Paris (ACP). 

A letter from their archivist, written in 2017, follows this page and details 

what information they have, with its location and accessibility.   Finally 

there are scans of 1940s photographs digitized in their collection. 

 

 The AFCU archive also holds a file of papers from Ruth Dixon, 

who wrote a history of ACP in 1981.  This file may contain more 

information about Nergararian's mss.  (Box 10, folder 57 – Clayton E. 

Williams; Box 10, folder 54 – War and Occupation.)  And in Box 6 there is 

correspondence about finances and possible support between Nergararian 

and Eleanor Brown, Assistant Secretary of AFCU in the 1970s.  

 

 Kazar Nergararian:  began work as custodian at ACP in 1929, 

possibly when the new building on Quai d'Orsay opened. He died in 1974. 

 Edmund Pendleton: served as organist at ACP from 1934-1975. He 

was born in 1899 and died in 1987. (There are Pendleton papers dated 

1987-1990 in the AFCU  92A Box 2 at the Presbyterian Historical Society.) 

 Clayton E. Williams: was Assistant Pastor at ACP from 1926-31, 

then Senior Pastor from 1931-62. He died in 1973. 
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